ATC HISTORY

· 1938, Air Commodore Chamier formed the :- Air Defence Cadet Corps (ADCC)

· Feb 5th 1941, the ATC was officially established, with King George VI very kindly agreeing to be the Air Commodore in Chief. He also issued a royal warrant setting out the Corps aims.

· The motto of the ATC is :- VENTURE ADVENTURE (to do your best and get

                                                                                                                    things done)

· Within one month, the size of the old ADCC had doubled, to more than 400 SQNS

· After 12 months it was about 8 times as big
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The Aims of the Air Training Corps are: 

· To promote and encourage among young people a practical interest in aviation and the Royal Air Force. 

· To provide training which will be useful in the Services and civilian life.

· To foster the spirit of adventure and develop qualities of leadership and good citizenship 
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· 5th Feb 1962 i.e. the 21st Anniversary of the formation of the ATC, HRH Prince Philip (Duke of Edinburgh), was appointed position of Air Commodore in Chief, on the death of HM King George VI

· When the ATC was formed, the 1st 50 SQNS to be formed were named FOUNDER SQUADRONS. 

· The ATC is made up of SQNS, Wings and Regions.

· The Officer Commanding 1404 Sqn is Flight Lieutenant Palmer. 

· Our Sqn is part of Kent Wing. The officer currently in charge of Kent wing is Wing Commander  Atkins
· Our wing is part of the London & South East Region. The officer in charge of our region is Group Captain Hakin
· The commandant of the ATC is Air Commodore Jon Chitty
· ATC headquarters is at RAF College Cranwell

officer Ranks RAF VR(T)
BADGES
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Classifications:

    1ST CLASS         LEADING              SENIOR               STAFF
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Ranks; Cadet
          CPL                     SGT                          FS                CWO                
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Adult Staff
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 UNIFORM STANDARDS AND MAINTENANCE

Every parade night, cadets are expected to wear some kind of uniform, and as such, the care of it becomes an important aspect of life in the cadets.  

Different Types of Uniform:

Working Blues
1. Parade Shoes

2. Black Socks

3. Belt

4. RAF Grey/Blue Trousers

5. Working Blue Shirt

6. Jumper (September-May)

7. Beret

8. Brassard 

Number 1 Uniform (Normally worn by band members and CWO’s)
1. Parade Shoes

2. Black Socks

3. Belt

4. RAF Grey/Blue Trousers

5. No 1 Jacket

6. Cap (peaked cap for female cap)

Wedgwood Blues 

1. Parade Shoes

2. Black Socks

3. Belt

4. RAF Grey/Blue Trousers

5. Wedgwood Blue (light Blue) Shirt

6. Tie

7. Jumper in cooler months

8. Beret

9. Brassard 

DPM (Night Exercises, Camouflage and Concealment or anything else needing camouflage)

1. Combat Boots

2. DPM (disrupted pattern material) trousers

3. Olive green or black shirt

4. OG ribbed jumper

5. Combat jacket 

6. Scrim netting around neck

7. Beret 

UNIFORM CARE

1. Parade Shoes

To polish these, first strip them by gently heating in a flame from a candle or lighter, then use cotton wool or a rag to wipe of the polish as it melts.  Do this until you reach leather.  Then take a small amount of shoe polish – we recommend KIWI Parade Gloss – and get a small amount of water and some wet cotton wool.  Put a little polish on the cotton wool and rub in a circle motion until all the polish has all gone into the shoe, and repeat.  After 20-30 minutes, your shoes should come to a high shine.  NB: Good shoes will look like glass.

2. Trousers (no1, Standard)

The aim is to get sharp creases all the way up the trousers.  The ideal way to do this is to use a trouser press, but as not all of happen to carry one around with us, we suggest lying the trousers flat on the ironing board.  Then get some brown paper and lightly wet the side of the trouser where the crease will go.  After this, lay the paper over it, using a hot iron, push down over the crease.  Push down hard – within reason! – and move the iron over the length of the trousers, repeating for each leg.  The crease should last for a long time.

3. Belt

The belt is relatively easy to polish.  First remove the buckle by carefully rotating the bar on the back, with the teeth holding it onto the belt.  Now take some metal polish – e.g. – Brasso, using cotton wool rub over the surface.  After a sort whole your belt should come to a high shine.  NB:  You frequently have to change your cotton wool as it soon goes black.

4. Jumper

This is probably the easiest to maintain.  All that is needed to keep it in good condition is, if starts to get “fluffy” then give it a quick shave, not literally with foam and a razor, but by using a small, inexpensive razor.  Being careful not to cut the jumper, remove any sticking out fibres.

5. Shirts OG, Wedgwood and Working)

These are fairly easy to maintain – just ensure that they stay neatly ironed.  There is no need for excessive ironing.  All that is required is that there are no creases where there shouldn’t be, and that there are no marks to stains on it.  Ensure there is a sharp crease running from the top of the shoulder of the cuffs, as on a normal shirt.

6. Beret

First steam your beret e.g. – over a kettle, being careful not to burn yourselves.  Remove from the steam, and when cold, place it over your head.  Make sure that the beret badge is over your left eye, and pull down the right side so that the badge sticks out a little.  Then try and make the beret as smooth as possible. 

7. Brassard

Iron to sharp creases, roughly three finger lengthens from either side. Ensure there are no other creases

8. Combat Jacket

Iron until flat.  Remember that it’s DPM, so creases are hard to see.  Irons all pockets flat against the jacket and sew on any missing buttons.

9. DPM Trousers

Iron until flat.  Remember that it’s DPM, so creases are hard to see.  Iron all pockets flat against the jacket and sew on any missing buttons.
10.Combat Boots
When on a night-ex, or needing camouflage

Clean with water to remove any dirt off and put on a thin layer of polish.  These boots do not have to be shiny.

Shooting and non-camouflage boots

Clean the boots with water, then dry.  Take 2 brushes and use one to put the polish on and the other to brush it in.  Then use the same methods as with parade shoes to buff the toecaps 
Cadet badges are to be worn as stated:

Badges on the Brassard. The brassard is to be fitted over the right sleeve of the Jersey

or shirt and positioned above the elbow. The top of the brassard is to be fixed by a fabric

strap to the right shoulder strap of the Jersey or the shirt, as appropriate. The location of

badges on the brassard are:

(1) ATC Squadron Identification Badges. These are to be worn centrally at the

top of the brassard, 6mm from the top edge.

(2) ATC Badge. The embroidered distinguishing badge “Air Training Corps” is

to be worn in a central position immediately below the Squadron Identification Badge.

(3) Proficiency Badges. First class, leading or senior cadet badges are to be

worn in a central position immediately below the distinguishing badge with one

point of the star or one blade of the AL 24 propeller uppermost. Only one Proficiency

Badge is to be worn and normally will be that for the highest classification for which

a cadet is qualified.

 (4) Bandsmen Badges. These are to be worn in a central position with the

bottom of the badge 75mm from the lower edge of the brassard.

(5) Cadet Hundred Badges. These are to be worn on the left side of the brassard

6mm above the lower edge and 1.2cm from the Marksman’s Badge.

(6) The Marksman’s Badge (RAF or ATC). This is to be worn on the right side

of the brassard 6mm above the lower edge and 1.2 cm from the Cadet Hundred

Badge. 

Where the Marksman’s Badge only is worn it is to be positioned centrally

on the brassard 6mm from the lower edge.

I



Who’s who

	Region 
	London & South East

	Wing 
	Kent

	Squadron 
	1404 (Chatham)

	Appointment
	Rank
	Name

	Commandant of ATC
	Air Commodore
	Jon Chitty

	Regional Commandant
	Group Captain
	L. Hakin

	OC Wing
	Wing Commander
	A. Atkins

	Wing Adv Training Officer
	Squadron Leader
	R. Goodale (WS04)

	Wing D of E Officer
	Squadron Leader 
	V. Beaney (WS01)

	Wing Gliding Officer
	Squadron Leader
	C. Hatton (WS02)

	Wing Phys Ed Officer
	Flight Lieutenant
	R. Turner 

	Wing Training Officer
	Squadron Leader
	B. Fitzpatrick (WS03)

	Wing Shooting Officer
	Flight Lieutenant
	M. Bull

	Wing Warrant Officer
	AWO 
	H. Hollamby (WWO)

	OC Squadron
	Flight Lieutenant
	R. Palmer

	Squadron Adjutant
	
	

	Squadron Training Officer
	CI
	J. Ballard

	Squadron Warrant Officer
	Adult Warrant Officer
	S. Reed
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When to Salute.

Cadets wearing uniform, including head-dress, are to salute all commissioned officers of Her Majesty’s Forces; this includes officers wearing civilian clothes whom they recognise. If you are not wearing head-dress, instead of saluting with the hand, you either stand to attention as the officer approaches, or give “eyes right” or “eyes left” (carried out by turning the head and eyes smartly towards the officer) as

you pas by the Officer.

Similarly if your hands are not free, for example when carrying a parcel, you are to salute by giving “eyes right” or “eyes left”.

A cadet must salute both on entering and leaving a room in which there is an Officer.

A cadet must salute the occupant of a vehicle flying a distinguishing flag or showing starplates. This is particularly important to remember when you are visiting an RAF station or other military units. You should also remember that it is the occupant of the vehicle you are saluting - do not salute an empty, stationary vehicle.

A salute is not to be attempted when riding a bicycle or motor cycle, or when driving a vehicle.

Recognising Who to Salute.

An officer wearing No 1 Home Service Dress can be recognised by the rank displayed on the sleeve. However, when in working dress, rank badges are worn on the shoulders and this makes it more difficult to spot from a distance – Remember though, if in doubt, salute, it costs you nothing. You should have a good idea of the badges of rank from all 3 Services, so that you are always prepared.

METHODS OF ADDRESS

All Officers, ATC Warrant Officers and Civilian Instructors are to be addressed as “Sir or Ma’am” (pronounced Jam), Cadet Warrant Officers are to be addressed as “Warrant Officer” and all other cadets by their rank, “Flight Sergeant”, “Sergeant” or “Corporal”, as the case may be.

Recognize rank badges

When referring to officers in writing, their full rank is always to be stated;

“Squadron Leader A” or “Flight Lieutenant B”. However, when referring to Flying Officers, Pilot Officers or ATC Warrant Officers in conversation, it is accepted practice to refer to them as “Mister or Ma’am...”: 

Flight Lieutenants and senior officers must

invariably be referred to by their rank.

Officers may also be referred to according to their position, such as: “The

Commanding Officer”, “The Adjutant”, “The Flight Commander” and so on.

               Vehicle Star Plates





RAF Officer ranks
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Marshal of the
Royal Air Force
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Air Chief Marshal
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Air Marshal
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Air Vice Marshal
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Air Commodore
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Group Captain
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Wing Commander
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Squadron Leader
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Flight Lieutenant
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Flying Officer
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Pilot Officer



Squadron, Wing, Region or Corps





         A. SGT	            A. FS                     AWO	         PILOT	    FLYING          FLIGHT        SQUADRON         WING


     						      OFFICER          OFFICER    LIEUTENANT      LEADER      COMMANDER
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